Every century is characterized by scientific achievements that become historical landmarks, and most likely our current century will be remembered for its significant discoveries relating to stem cell research, including the understanding of human physiological regeneration, the pathological processes involving stem cells, and the mechanisms that regulate their trafficking in the body. This is a huge challenge, but there is hope that new therapies will be developed that enable us to treat several so-far-incurable diseases, which will prolong life span and improve our quality of life. To this end, we seek a better understanding of the diagnosis, prophylaxis, and treatment of psychiatric disorders. These challenges are topics of this special issue on Stem Cells in Psychiatric Disorders in Progress in Neuro-Psychopharmacology & Biological Psychiatry.
